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DIARY OF EVENTS 
 
 
Saturday 27th April - WSBKA 41st Annual Bee Market & Auction - Brinsbury Cam-
pus, Pulborough.  Members with lots to enter into the Auction should do so NO LATER 
THAN 17th April.  Entry Form at the end of this Newsletter. 
 
APIARY MEETINGS will resume  this month.  Please note all Saturday meetings will 
now open at 1:30pm for a prompt 1:50pm start.  Tom has explained the new format and 
starting times on Page 2 of this Newsletter.  Evening meetings are unchanged at 6:30pm. 
 
Saturday 6th April 
 
Saturday 20th April 
 
Wednesday 1st May - evening meeting 
 
 

 
 
01403 790637 roger-patterson@btconnect.com 
01798 343470 stone.house@btinternet.com 
01798 867048 murray@mt-w.co.uk 
01403 752493 sj.elliott@ukgateway.net 
01798 343470 petworthgordon@btopenworld.com 
01403 752493 grahammt@tiscali.co.uk  
www.wgbka.org.uk 

A DIVISION OF WEST SUSSEX BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION 



 

Philip Lancashire Your committee and demonstrators have given a lot of thought to the format and content of the 
Saturday apiary meetings for 2013, and starting with the first meeting of the season, things are 
changing!  Please read the following carefully, and we hope to see as many members as possible at 
the meeting on Saturday 6th April – at the right time, and on time.  All members are invited to at-
tend from 1.30 pm. 
 
1.30 pm – Demonstrators available for discussion and general questions. 
         Library open for collection/return of books and browsing. 
         Collect orders for equipment (orders must be placed in advance). 
         Socialising. 
1.50 pm – Start of meeting – Notices. You need to be in attendance for these. 
2.00 pm – Instruction/demonstration on this week’s topic. 
2.30 pm or soon after – Hive inspections. 
4.00 pm approximately – tea followed by the start of Advanced session. 
 
The topics taught and demonstrated in the earlier part of each meeting will be relevant to the time 
of year, and will be led by a number of different people who will be spending time in preparation. 
 
On 6th April I will be demonstrating Spring Cleaning and explaining not only what we do but why 
we do it.  Then we will divide into groups and carry out a spring clean on the hives in the apiary.  
More details of the topics to be covered will be circulated as the season progresses. 
 
We hope that the altered meeting time will allow members to make better use of their weekend, 
and the demonstration/instruction sessions are designed to increase the knowledge of all our mem-
bers by explaining and demonstrating beekeeping operations that it may not be easy to show at the 
hive, or which only the occasional small group may otherwise see. 
 
I look forward to seeing lots of you at Dounhurst on 6th April – in good time for the start at 
1.50pm! 
 
Tom 

 
 
We take our ‘Duty of Care’ responsibilities seriously.   Members and visitors are advised that 
natural hazards are present at the apiary, as you would expect in any woodland.  It is the responsi-
bility of all attendees to take all reasonable precautions to ensure the wellbeing of themselves and 
those in their charge. 
 
Any accidents and injuries should be notified to the Demonstrator in charge of their group. 
Children should remain in the vicinity of the teaching apiary.  Parents and Guardians are advised 
that it is their responsibility to supervise and monitor any child in their care at all times while in 
the apiary or within its vicinity. 
 

WGBKA Executive Committee 



 

I have an important announcement to make.  I have arranged it for summer to be on June 18th this 
year.  For those of you who are under-prepared when the time comes you only have yourselves to 
blame.  I have given you enough notice.  For those who think I’m joking, you are fairly close to 
the truth, but how else can I keep spirits high in weather like this? 
 
Honey bees respond to differing conditions and are quite adaptable.  In a natural situation they 
continue to collect food, whether they need it or not.  I have taken wild colonies out of trees and 
buildings, where the state of the cappings of sealed stores has shown it has been there for several 
years.  This means long term survival of the colony, even in years where they can’t store enough 
food to last until the next.  Managed colonies don’t have that luxury, as we remove some of their 
stores and manage the replacement, but depending on conditions.  We need to make sure they have 
enough to keep going, but it is quite a balancing act, especially in the spring, when a few days 
warm weather can take a colony that is short of food to a full brood box of stores, where another 
few days of non-flying weather could mean starvation.  Starvation is often thought to be a winter 
problem , but I think it should be seen as a spring and summer problem as well.  Always keep an 
eye out and help colonies where you can. 
 
I have had quite a flurry of Winter Learning days, both at WG and elsewhere lately.  My com-
ments are of a general nature, not confined to WG. The results continue to baffle me! Some atten-
dees are very knowledgeable considering the length of time they have been beekeeping and have 
clearly been selective in their sources of information, yet others are very disappointing.  
 
These days give attendees an idea of what they should study and where to get good sound informa-
tion.  It also gives the teachers an idea of where there are gaps in their teaching and the response of 
attendees to what is taught.  At WG we teach good handling skills and what I call the “basics” – 
life cycles, swarming process in a colony, disease recognition, etc.  Overall I think our members 
are way ahead of some I come across, but despite several years of experience there are still some 
who don’t know the “basics”.  They should be learnt because they are needed in order to manage a 
colony efficiently, without someone else having to deal with a swarm. 
 
There is plenty of information - our booklet “Basic Beekeeping”, WG website, my book (not ad-
vertising, but written for beginners), NBU leaflets/website and BBKA leaflets.  In addition I am 
beginning to get more information on Dave Cushman’s website www.dave-cushman.net including 
the “queen problems” that we are all having to deal with.  Please consult these sources so there is 
no excuse for not knowing.  I have asked the demonstrators to be firmer with those who haven’t 
bothered to learn from them.  On our website is a suggested learning timetable – have you seen it? 
We all need to be better and more knowledgeable beekeepers in order to manage the problems that 
humanity has thrown at bees, otherwise there will be heavier losses.  We can now have summer 
losses that were previously unheard of and I think we need to care for our bees more.  I don’t mean 
mollycoddle them, as all that does is ensure survival of bees that would have naturally died, often 
because they are unsuited to our conditions.  We need to understand the queen problems that I 
don’t think has anything to do with genetics, but could result in a terminal situation and understand 
and deal with varroa. 



In the past at the apiary we have had the occasional presentation on a suitable topic.  We will be 
having more of these to help beekeepers understand and learn more, so meetings become more 
“rounded”.  These may be given by several members, but will all be based on good sound bee-
keeping practice, not some of the dreadful and unreliable twaddle that is beginning to be pushed 
out as so called “best practice”.  A look at some beekeeping magazines will give some examples. 
There are many different ways of achieving the same result, but we all need to develop our own 
management systems based on what we learn.  Everything should fit into what you are doing, oth-
erwise chaos is likely to be the result if something is done without full understanding of what the 
bees reaction is likely to be. 
 
As far as apiary sessions are concerned there is going to be a slight change in the way space is 
made for the first frame to be taken out of a colony.  The use of castellated spacers is ridiculed and 
discredited by many outside – some of you heard the forceful comments by one of the speakers at 
the recent WSBKA convention – equally forcefully responded to by Tom!  The key to using them 
is slightly raising at least two frames, moving  and resting them on lugs to create space to remove 
the next frame without “rolling” bees.  This is what the outsiders don’t understand – not a bee-
keeping problem, but one of prejudice.  Until now I have been more concerned about teaching the 
method, but there may be instances where there needs to be a variation, such as the strength of the 
colony or which frame you wish to remove.  For that reason I am now happy for it to be done 
whatever way suits the colony, demonstrator or person inspecting.  This is not a change in teach-
ing, but a modification.  I have no problem with it being put back into the hive if there is a chance 
of robbing as you get in times of nectar dearth, or resting against the front of the hive as we cur-
rently do.  We do still need to inspect the first frame we see with brood in all stages for foul brood. 
It has also become important to inspect every frame as I have often seen supersedure cells on 
frames close to the outside, sometimes with no other brood on.  The demonstrators will be guiding 
you through, but would probably prefer you to do the thinking, rather than just doing as taught. 
I will be in Suffolk at the first meeting and I have asked Daisy to take the meeting.  Please give her 
your support. 
 
I would like to concentrate on the queen rearing and bee improvement again this year and I hope 
the weather will be more suitable than last.  The intention is to encourage members to assess their 
colonies and raise queens from their better ones.  As before this will be done using a number of 
ways, including using natural methods such as swarming situations in order to replace poor 
queens.  We will also use “artificial” methods for those with more colonies and to provide larger 
numbers of queens for distribution to members.  This should interest all beekeepers.  If you would 
like to be involved please contact Graham Elliott and he will put you on the email list.  Some of 
our sessions are arranged at short notice depending on what we are doing.  A reasonable amount of 
commitment is needed, this is not about coming once to collect a queen and not coming again, as it 
is partly teaching and partly improving the bees in our area.  I would expect attendees to know the 
life cycles, the swarming process, the basics of queen rearing and be able to see eggs and young 
larvae (with aids if needed).  That should be most of you! I’m hoping there will be the opportunity 
to visit members to assess their colonies and if good material is found to take a few larvae for 
propagation. 
 
Keep warm.  
 
Roger  



 

 
For Full members, BDI Certificates are now available.  I will be bringing them to meetings and 
distributing them there to save postage.  If you are unable to get to a meeting, and need your cer-
tificate, please email me (petworthgordon@btopenworld.com) or ring me on 01798 343470. 
 
Alternatively, as in previous years, I am happy to keep them safely – you do not really need a cer-
tificate unless you are making a claim.   I can supply them should you need them, and it will save 
the Division the cost of posting to you, 
 

Gordon  
Membership Secretary  
 
 

Following the Division’s AGM on 28th March all the existing committee members were re-elected 
unopposed with the following exceptions: 
 
Ray Knoakes had decided to resign after many years of service to the Division.  Ray held the posi-
tion of Chairman for much of his time on the committee and his experience and sound council will 
be missed by the committee and members.  The resulting vacancy has been filled by Martin Hill 
who was elected unopposed. 
 
John Glover had also decided not to seek re-election and to take a break from the committee.  Con-
sequently,  the executive role of Secretary has been filled by Sue Elliott who was elected unop-
posed by the members. 
 
I am sure all members would wish to join the committee in thanking Ray and John for their efforts 
on behalf of the Division over many years, and to wish Sue success in her new role. 



 

Gentlemen and Lady volunteers needed ! 
 
I feel sure we all agree that tea and cake are an essential part of our Apiary meetings!  To keep the 
tradition going, we need some volunteers to share the workload and to do it on the day.  It’s not 
too difficult or demanding and if enough members volunteer, it is likely that you’d only be re-
quested to do it once per season. 
 
It’s a good way of getting to know other members and a nice way of putting something back into 
our Association. 
Gentlemen members, even those with under-developed culinary skills, should not feel shy about 
volunteering their services.  If you can light a match, boil a kettle and handle a cake knife, you’re 
fully qualified. 
 
If you haven’t done it before, please don’t hold back.  I am very happy to promote myself to dem-
onstrator status and show you where everything is and to help you out on the day. 
 
I’m in the process of drawing up a rota for the new season, so please, now is the time for YOU to 
volunteer.   
Please email me at chris@hannell.org or call me on my landline 01798 873689  
Thank you. 
 

Captain Tea Towel (aka Chris Hannell) 

 
 

A REMINDER that The West Sussex Beekeepers’ Association annual Bee Market and Auction 
will take place at Chichester College's Brinsbury Campus in Pulborough this month on Saturday 
27th April 2013.  A copy of the Auction details, guidance notes and entry form is available on the 
WSBKA website www.bbka.org.uk/local/westsussex/auction or for further details contact me at  
grahammt@tiscali.co.uk , on 01403 752493 or mobile 07761 349281. 
   
A regular feature of the Auction is the plant stall organised by Sue Cooper. There is usually a wide 
range of plants available, and these come from a variety of donated sources. So, when you are tak-
ing cuttings, dividing plants, or transplanting seedlings, please remember the stall and keep some 
spares aside. Please contact Sue on 01798 870 461 for more details. 
 
Graham 



 

 

The following supplies will be for sale at apiary meetings (subject to stock).  As meetings can be 
hectic please email orders in advance to Tom on stone.house@btinternet.com so that they can be 
ready for you.  If you leave it until the day you must be prepared to wait until there is a convenient 
time to collate your goods, which may not be until the end of the meeting, or not until the next 
meeting! 
 
All prices are PER SINGLE ITEM unless stated otherwise and are correct at March 2013 for cur-
rent stocks.  We reserve the right to vary prices if there are changes from suppliers.. 
 
Frames  (unassembled) 
DN1  BS Brood, for National and WBC brood chambers …………      60p 
SN1  BS Shallow, for National and WBC supers …………………......      60p 
 
Frame nails, small bag (approx 80 grams) .…………….………..….      £1.00 
                 full box (500 grams) ….....………………........      £5.00 
 
Foundation for the above 
Un-wired  Shallow (for cut comb) …………………………..……...      40p 
 
Wired Shallow, please specify worker cell or drone cell …… ………..     50p 
 
Wired Brood ………………………………………………………..          80p 
(some available in drone base for culling/varroa control, or drone breeding) 
 
Spacers 
Narrow plastic ends for spacing frames ……………………………..      10p (20p/pair) 
Castellated spacers (metal) in 9, 10 or 11 slot (for National hives) …    £2.00/pair 
 
Varroa Treatments 
Apiguard, per single sachet (two required for full treatment of a colony)      
ApilifeVar, per single sachet (two required to treat a full colony).   
Note:- ApilifeVar is not suitable for use in polystyrene hives. 
2013 prices for varroa treatments to be confirmed. 
 
Sundries 
Syringes, plastic, 50-60ml capacity for application of oxalic acid etc.   £1.25  
Hive tool, steel, yellow, British made, good sharp end ……………      £8.50 
Hive strap, orange webbing, 3 metres ……………………………….   £4.00 
‘Basic Beekeeping’ booklet by Roger Patterson, 2010 edition ...…   .   £5.00 
Smoker, stainless steel with guard ………………………………… .  £15.00 
 
 
Payment can be made in cash (easiest for us), or by cheque. 
Please make cheques payable to WSBKA Wisborough Green Division. 



 

    WEST SUSSEX BKA BEE MARKET & AUCTION 

BRINSBURY CAMPUS, PULBOROUGH 
SATURDAY 27th April 2013 

  
ENTRY FORM 

Closing date for entries 17th April 
 

 Please return form to Graham Elliott, Robins Croft, Chalk Road, 
    Ifold, Loxwood, Billingshurst, West Sussex RH14 0UB  

    grahammt@tiscali.co.uk 
 

I wish to enter the following for sale in the above auction and confirm my acceptance of the rules stated 
 

 
 

Name  ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address  __________________________________________________________________ 
 
    ________________________________________________________________________   
 
Post Code  _________________ 
 
Email  ________________________ 
 
Telephone  ______________________   
 
Bank Details – Sort Code _______________  Acct No: _____________________________ 
 
                         Acct Name ____________________________________________________ 
 
Please continue on additional sheets as necessary. 
To save on the cost of raising cheques payment will be to your nominated bank account only.   

 
For Rules and Guidance Notes see website www.bbka.org.uk/local/westsussex/auction/index.shtml or contact  
Graham Elliott 

Quantity Description Official Use 
   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

A regular feature of the Auction is the PLANT STALL organised by Sue Cooper. There is usually a wide 
range of plants available, and these come from a variety of donated sources. So, when you are taking 
cuttings, dividing plants, or transplanting seedlings, please remember the stall and keep some spares 
aside. Please contact Sue on 01798 870 461 for more details. 


